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The Vilas Neighborhood Association’s 
purposes are enhancement of the  

neighborhood’s residential  
character and attributes,  

and the promotion of camaraderie  
among the neighborhood’s residents.   

(Article 2, Neighborhood Association by laws)
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IN THIS ISSUE
Living in a vibrant, growing city like 

Madison, especially in a neighborhood so 
close to the city center like Vilas, makes for 
one constant: change. We see this in the new 
development occurring along the Monroe 
Street, Regent Street, and Park Street corridors.  
We see this in new or changing uses for 
places like Vilas Park, undergoing a Master 
Planning process this year, or the proposal for 
the Edgewood athletic field. And we even see 
this within our neighborhood boundaries, in 
terms of renovation or conversion of former 
rental properties, and the recent interest 
in so-called Auxiliary Dwelling Units, or 
ADUs. These ADUs can be added to existing 
property, increasing density and providing 
more affordable housing for multi-generational 
families or generate rental income to help 
offset increasing property taxes.

As these individual projects come up, 
when appropriate your Vilas Neighborhood 
Association works to try to understand 
specific proposals, listen to input, and make 
determinations about whether to support 
that change or not. Though the VNA lacks a 
formal policy or governmental role, we look 
for ways to make proposals better, or at least 
reduce the costs or impact on neighbors.  
Often, and unsurprisingly, we discover diverse 
viewpoints on certain issues. In these cases the 
VNA Council studies the issue and makes its 
best effort to find a path forward.

But what is becoming clearer is that our 
neighborhood can be better prepared to 
manage change by developing a stronger 
understanding about the environment in and 
around our neighborhood and trying to be 
more proactive about shaping that change.  
At its May meeting, the VNA voted to create 
a new standing committee called the VNA 
Zoning Committee. Chaired by VNA Council 
representative Lea Jacobs, this committee will 
begin the VNA’s efforts to better understand 
Madison’s recently revised zoning code, better 
inform neighbors and the VNA Council, and 
hopefully in the long run will help shape the 
way that development trends are reflected in 
Vilas.

I wish you a wonderful summer in our 
beautiful neighborhood. ◆

President's Message by Christopher Kelly, VNA President 

HOTELRED.COM
608.819.8228 
1501 Monroe Street, 
Madison, WI

enjoy the local color.
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Submission information for  
articles and advertising

Vilas, Ink, with its circulation of 700 plus, is published 
quarterly for all residents of the Vilas Neighborhood. 
We welcome submissions, in particular letters,  
discussions of local issues, or services that might  
be of neighborhood interest. 

Deadline for next issue is August 23, 2019. 
Please contact Pat for advertising availability. E-mail: 
pschecke@yahoo.com. Standard ad cost is $25 per 
issue or $100 annually.  The *standard ad size is 2 1/4" 
x 3".  We offer a *double ad size when space permits 
at 3" x 4 1/2" at $50 per issue or $200 annually. (*Ad 
size subject to change)

Q&A with Lejia Dongzhu of Dongzhu 
Pottery Studio

Q: Why did you choose Monroe Street?
LD: I actually lived on the 1900 block of Madison street before opening up 

the studio. I wanted a space for myself and the community. When the space 
came up, I couldn't pass it up. It was just a block away from my apartment at 
the time.

Q: What can a customer/member expect when they come to the studio?
LD. The studio can be hard to find; we are located under the old cat cafe 

and now old chocolate shop. But customers should not worry about a stuffy 
basement, we have a large window to the back alley and great lighting. The 
studio is open and we try our best to keep it clean. We have everything needed 
for a beginner potter. 

Q: What's the best way to get started?
LD: We offer several different kinds of classes, from beginner group classes 

to small private advanced classes. The best way to start is to come on the 
weekend when we are open to check out the space. If you are interested, our 
Friday Night Class is a great place to start. This is a one time class with no 
long term commitment. You won't keep anything you make, but we give you a 
studio mug! And if you think this is for you, then you can take a 5-week class 
and then even become a member too.

Q: Anything else you'd like people to know? 
LD: I have been involved in art from as young as I can remember, but I 

didn't start in ceramics until West high school. There I developed a lot of 
interest in ceramics and never stopped. My philosophy is to provide ceramics 
to the community in an affordable and easily accessible fashion. 

As a member based studio, Dongzhu Pottery is only open to the public on Friday 
3-6PM, Sat & Sun 1-5 PM. 

M O U N D   S T R E E T
 Y O G A   C E N T E R

1342 Mound Street
Madison, Wisconsin

Mention this ad and receive $5.00 off 
purchase of a 5 or 10 class pass

www.moundstreetyoga .com

y o g a  •  p i l a t e s  •  m e d i t a t i o n 
w o r k s h o p s  •  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g

est. 1984

www.orangetreeimports.com
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A message from Alder Tag Evers 
Greetings!  
As your new Alder, let me first say how grateful l am that you have entrusted 

me with the honor and privilege of serving you.  
I’ve received my initial committee appointments.  Five of the appointments 

came with being D13 Alder: Community Development Authority, Zoo 
Commission, Bayview Foundation Board, Joint Campus Area Committee, and 
the Truman Olson Selection Committee.  

In addition, I was appointed to the Education Committee.  When knocking on 
doors during the campaign, many of you shared that your number one concern 
was for our schools.  Our public schools are in crisis, there is no doubt.  It’s my 
expressed goal that this committee be reenergized to work effectively with the 
County and MMSD to address the school district’s myriad challenges.

I was also appointed by Mayor Satya to the Board of Public Works.  This 
appointment will allow me to address concerns many of you share about the 
health and vitality of Lake Wingra.  With input from the Friends of Lake Wingra, 
I intend to review and hopefully improve city policies around leaf pick-up, rain 
gardens, and road salt application.

I recently picked up two new committee assignments.  One member of the 
Board of Public Works gets assigned to Sustainable Madison, the committee 
chaired by Raj Shukla which has committed our city to 100% renewables by the 
year 2030.  I asked and was granted this assignment.

Additionally, I was selected to be on the Common Council Executive 
Committee.  This important committee helps determine Council’s agenda, and I 
consider it a big honor to be added to this important committee.

I’ve also been very busy since the election dealing with the potential loss of the 
Pick ‘N Save on S. Park, the only full-service grocery store serving all of South 
Madison.  It’s a complicated issue with many moving parts and no easy answers, 
but I’m pleased to report we’re making progress.  As you may have heard, SSM 
has decided not to build their new clinic on the Pick ‘N Save site.  This gives 
temporary respite, but Kroger, the owner of Pick ‘N Save, is not looking to stay, 
so the city has issued a new RFP to fast track a full-service grocery store on the 
Truman Olson site.

That’s all for now.  Please sign up for regular updates at cityofmadison.com/
council/district13.  Thank you! ◆

2422 Monroe St.
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What's in Store for Vilas' Future?  by Friends of Lake Wingra

Wingra’s undeveloped shorelines make 
you feel secluded from the hustle and 
bustle of busy Madison summers, a 
fervently cherished attribute for many 
Lake Wingra lovers.  You can hear and 
see cranes fly over, listen to sounds of 
children laughing at the playground 
or splashing at the beach, and wonder 
what’s biting the lines today. While 
we have the UW-Madison Arboretum 
largely to thank for protecting the 
natural viewshed of Lake Wingra, it 
is every day people, just like you, who 
helped make Wingra accessible and fun 
for the public in the first place. The 
upcoming Vilas Park Master Planning 
process will also give you a similar 
opportunity!

 First, let’s review a little history 
to understand why Vilas is special. 
Before the City ever created a Parks 
Department, local citizens created 
the Madison Park and Pleasure Drive 
Association to purchase, develop, and 
maintain park lands. William and Anna 
Vilas donated land for Vilas Park in 
1904. Since then, Vilas’ storybook adds 
vibrant tales and memories that make 
even the most fanatic lake-going lover 
long for more of the “good old days.” 
In its youth, Vilas Park never faced a 
dull moment; grand band concerts and 
recreational baseball games took place. 
Children ran around with ice cream 
cones, people suntanned at the beach, 
and Olympians trained there in winter! 
It truly is a year-round lake.

This year keep Vilas’ spirit alive by 
participating in the Vilas Park Master 
Planning process. On May 14 the 
Common Council authorized the 
City of Madison to enter into a 2-year 
contract with MSA Professional Services 
to create a master plan for Vilas Park. 
At a high level, the planning process 
will occur in three phases: Site Analysis 
and Community Engagement; Design 
Development - Schematic Park Master 
Plans; and Draft and Final Park Master 
Plan. 

Your thoughts are needed and valued!

 What do you want Vilas to look 
like in a decade or two? Do you want 
anything to change? What would you 
keep the same? How can we preserve 
the character and history of Vilas? What 
might threaten what we love about it? 
Share these feelings by attending the 
public meetings (dates TBD at the time 
of writing), or by emailing us at info@
lakewingra.org.

For Friends of Lake Wingra, we will act 
as a mouthpiece for Lake Wingra and 
its visitors. We’ve convened an advisory 
committee of local residents, like you, to 
help us advocate for Lake Wingra and 
its surrounding community. Children 
are a large percentage of parks users to 
and thanks to a grant from the Natural 
Resources Foundation of Wisconsin, we 
brought third graders to Vilas Park to 
participate in children’s design charettes 
on May 31. They shared what they’d 
like to see for the park and discussed 
how we can plan for the park’s future 
in a way that provides recreation and 
minimizes impact on the environment. 

 To stay updated on the Vilas Park 
Master Planning process, refer to the 
City’s webpage for the project: https://
www.cityofmadison.com/parks/projects/
vilas-henry-park-master-plan.

See you at Vilas! ◆ 608-663-4100
829 Edgewood College Drive 

Madison, WI 53711
edgewoodcampus.org

Educating students from 4K–Grade 8 

Located at the heart of 
Monroe Street since 1881.

Design. Remodel. Build.

251.1814   |   TDSCustomConstruction.com

Serving Madison since 1985.   
View our comprehensive portfolio 

and specialties on our new website: 

D R .  B E N JA M I N  FA R R OW,  D. D. S .

M O N R O E  
S T R E E T
F A M I L Y  
D E N T A L

A patient practice
Friendly green dentistry— 
now in the neighborhood

D R .  B E N JA M I N  FA R R OW,  D. D. S .

M O N R O E  
S T R E E T
F A M I L Y  
D E N T A L

2702 MONROE STREET • 608.204.0222 
MonroeStreetFamilyDental.com
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A locally owned outdoor 
lifestyle boutique featuring  

men’s and women’s clothing 
from Patagonia, Smartwool, 
Toad&Co, Prana, Arc’teryx, 

Nau and many more.

1904 Monroe St.  
Madison, WI 53711

608.467.2410

www.hiveofmadison.com
Join us for store promotions and community offerings

Mon–Tues–Wed, Fri & Sat: 10– 6
Thursday 10– 8, Sunday 11– 4

https://www.facebook.com/hiveofmadison/

Monroe Street  
Arts Center

2526 Monroe Street, Madison, WI 
608.232.1510

monroestreetarts.org
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It is finally summer on Monroe Street and we have so 
many great events and specials planned! Do you follow 
Monroe Street Madison on Facebook and Instagram? It 
is one of the best ways to stay up to date on all of our 
specials and events. We love to hear from you! Please tag us         
(@monroestreetmadison) in your Monroe Street adventures 
and use #monroestreetmadison. 

For individual business events, check out the interactive 
events calendar on our website www.monroestreetmadison.
com and printed events calendar in the entryway of Trader 
Joe’s. There you will find the events and specials going on 
at your favorite Monroe Street Merchants! ◆ 

Monroe Street Merchants 
Update by Laura Strickland

2019 MONROE STREET EVENTS
Jazz in the Park: June 15
Make Music Madison: June 21
Monroe Street Sidewalk Sale: July 21st
Monroe Street Festival: September 14
Trick or Treat on Monroe Street: October 27
Small Business Saturday: November 30
Holiday Glow on Monroe: December 7

You can take the girl out of the 
neighborhood, but you can’t take 
the neighborhood out of the girl!  

My roots are in the Vilas/West Lawn neighborhood.  
Now I help people buy and sell homes in those 

neighborhoods.  I can help you, too!

Kathy Epping, Realtor®
kepping@restainohomes.com

(608) 333-4406

Remodels, additions and new 
home construction. Plan. Design. 

Build. We make it possible.

608.252.8406 | christensenconstruction.net

LIVE THE POSSIBLE.

christensen-vilas-ink-3x4.indd   1 7/26/16   2:19 PM
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Your neighborhood library is open 
Monday-Wednesday 10 am - 8 pm;  
Friday 10 am - 6 pm; and Saturday  
9 am - 5 pm. We are closed Thursday 
and Sunday.

Summer Bingo for one and all 
throughout the summer! Pick up your 
cards at the desk.

All are welcome at our informal book 
discussions. We meet the last Wednesday 
of the month at 6:30. We will have 
limited copies of the book available and 
will do our best to get you a book or 
audiobook if we run out.

Check out Rachal Duggan’s window 
artwork!

No need to register for library programs 
unless otherwise noted.

ONGOING ALL SUMMER 

Preschool Storytimes every Tuesday at 
10:30 July 2 through August 20. 
Ages 3 - 5. Stories, play, and songs. 
Groups and sibs welcome. 

Storytime for the Very Young every 
Tuesday at 11:30 July 2 through 
August 20. 
Ages 0 - 36 months. Stories, songs, 
rhymes. One child per adult, please.

— JULY—

Stamp Printing
July 19, Fri., 10:30 a.m. 
Join Amy of Bare Knuckle Arts to make 
a stamp, then do some stamp printing. 
Ages 5 - 12. Kids under 7, please bring 
an adult.

Pop-up Puppet Theater
July 24, Tues., 2 p.m. 
Silly stories and fun! All ages.

Book discussion: The Hate U Give
July 31, Wed., 6:30 p.m. 
Angie Thomas Starr lives in two 
worlds: her home in a poor black 
urban neighborhood, and her suburban 
prep school. Her life changes when 
she witnesses a police shooting of her 
unarmed friend Khalil. She speaks out - 
with some dread - about injustices in the 
event’s wake. Starr finds herself and her 
family caught in the middle as the case 
becomes national news, and violence 
erupts..

— AUGUST —

Wire Sculpture Join Amy from Bare 
Knuckle Arts to create freestanding 
wire sculpture. 
Aug. 2, Fri., 10:30 a.m. 
Ages 5 - 12. Kids under 7, please bring 
an adult.

 

Choose Your  Own Adventure Story, 
Starring You! 
Aug. 14, Wed., 2 - 4 p.m. 
Complete summer reading and get a 
Golden Ticket to a party where you can 
explore free screen and digital comic 
technology. Each library will host. 
Today’s party is at Monroe Street Library.

 
Book discussion: Transcription by 
Kate Atkinson Aug. 28, Wed., 6:30 
p.m. 
In World War II London, young 
Juliet is well read, if naive. Her work, 
transcribing conversations between 
an MI5 agent and fifth columnists, 
seems unthreatening and mundane. 
Then suddenly it doesn’t seem ordinary 
anymore. What happens in 1940 
to change Juliet’s worldview unfolds 
gradually, as Atkinson jumps from 
wartime London to Juliet’s post-war life 
at the BBC. ◆

Upcoming Events at Monroe Street Library

This is an online discussion 
group for residents of the Vilas 
neighborhood. Share ideas for 
improving the neighborhood, ask 
questions or express concerns. 
Tell others if there are important 
meetings or events coming up. The 
postings are not moderated, but 

approval is needed to join.
To join VilasNA, go to https://

groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/
VilasNA/info. If you already have 
a Yahoo! user account, then enter 
your information and it should 
allow you to submit a request for 
membership. If you do not have a 

Yahoo! account, then click "Create 
New Account" and provide the 
required information. 

If you or a neighbor have trouble 
with the sign-up process, email the 
moderators at "vilasna-owner@
yahoogroups.com" and request 
assistance. ◆

VilasNA on Yahoo! Groups
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From:  Doug Carlson

The Joint Campus Area Committee 
(JCAC) consists of 19 representatives 
from the University, the City, adjoining 
neighborhoods, and Shorewood Hills.  
The goal of the JCAC is to review campus 
activities that impact the surrounding areas 
and to provide input and guidance for 
UW planning and development, including 
recommendations to the UW Design 
Review Board, other city commissions, or 
the Common Council. 

Several upcoming activities to be 
addressed by the JCAC could have a 
direct impact on the Vilas neighborhood if 
approved, including:

• Refurbish the Field House exterior and 
re-design its “south plaza”

• Redesign Camp Randall’s south end 
zone seating

• Replace the Shell ice with a rink at the 
new UW Natatorium

The most immediate project is the Field 
House and south plaza, which is proposed 
for the summer of 2020.  A preliminary 
design was presented to the JCAC in 
March with an encore presentation for our 
neighborhood on April 24 at Hotel Red 
(thanks to all who attended!). More detailed 
designs will be completed this summer 
and fall. The highlights of the preliminary 
proposal include:

• Clean the exterior of the Field House 
and refurbishing exterior lighting

• Replace the windows and south-facing 
doors of the Field House

• Re-design the area immediately south 
of the Field House to include a plaza 
and additional green infrastructure while 
removing a handful of parking spaces

• Refurbish the retaining wall along 
Monroe and Little Streets

• Possibly replace the “Nails’ Tails” statue 
from the corner of Regent and Breese 
Terrace a with a large sign to designate a 
campus gateway

That last item has received 
considerable attention. Any relocation 
or “decommissioning” of public art 
would require a series of approvals by the 
University and the Wisconsin Arts Board.  
Discussions about the preferred option and 

any reviews and approvals will begin this 
summer. Please keep an eye on news from 
the University and the Vilas listserv for 
further developments and opportunities to 
provide feedback.

I currently serve as the VNA 
representative to the JCAC. If you have 
questions about plans at the University and 
potential impacts on our neighborhood, feel 
free to contact me at dcarlson5dc@aim.com 
or any VNA Council member. ◆

Demand Republicans Restore 
Medicaid Expansion to the 
Budget From: Rep. Chris Taylor

As a member of the Joint Finance 
Committee, I spent April in public 
hearings around the state listening 
to people’s thoughts on Gov. Tony 
Evers’ “People’s Budget.” Thousands 
of Wisconsinites attended, and the 
overwhelming majority implored us to 
adopt the budget’s major provisions to 
expand Medicaid, fully fund our public 
schools, and fix our roads. 

But Republican politicians have once 
again put their fingers in their ears. 
The first vote the Republicans on the 
Joint Finance Committee took was to 
remove full Medicaid expansion from 
the budget, in addition to 130 other 
priorities of the people.

Who could be against expanding 
access to affordable health care to 82,000 
Wisconsinites while saving $324 million 
in state dollars and drawing down $1.6 
billion in federal funds? Certainly not 
the people of this state, as a recent 
Marquette University Law School Poll 
showed 70% of Wisconsinites support 
Medicaid expansion.

Wisconsinites in every corner of this 
state must rise up against this harmful 
decision. We need the people of this state 
to call, email, write, visit, and tweet at 
Republican legislators and send a strong 
message that Medicaid expansion must 
be restored to the budget. The health 
and lives of so many Wisconsinites 
depend on it. ◆

Dane County Henry Vilas 
Zoo From: Dane County Executive Joe 
Parisi

The arrival of warmer weather means 
the glee of children out of school and 
families planning how they will maximize 
time together during these limited summer 
days. As those journeys are mapped, many 
will find their way to Dane County’s 
Henry Vilas Zoo. There isn’t much left 
you can do for free nowadays, but Dane 
County’s public employees who care for 
the animals at your zoo have a lot to share 
this summer through their dedication 
to conservation, education, and species 
survival.

As a father of two daughters, I’ve been 
part of the literally millions of visits to 
the Henry Vilas Zoo over the past decade. 
Whether I was visiting for the first time 
or the fiftieth, the value our community 
places on its free zoo and the incredible 
animals that live there is readily apparent. 
The hundreds of species we’re protecting 
and state of the art exhibits they inhabit are 
only part of the unrivaled experience. The 
rest comes from the people—those who 
work there and the visitors they interact 
with—the memories they create and smiles 
that result make Henry Vilas Zoo a true 
community treasure.

There’s lots happening at your free zoo. 
Summer Zoo Camp registrations are up 
30% over last year, allowing more young 
people to experience the wonders of the 
zoo. Nearly 9,000 people visited on “Kid’s 
Day,” coinciding with April being Earth 
Month.

Your zoo is one of three participating in 
a first-ever effort giving our female polar 
bear a chance at having cubs later this 
year. As the sad realities of climate change 
become ever more visible, the zoo is on the 
front lines of international work to protect 
endangered species. County zookeepers 
recently introduced endangered African 
Penguin chicks Robben and Dassen to the 
rest of their penguin colony so the new 
duo could make their debut to the public.

Thanks to your support, we have the 
makings for a truly exciting year at Dane 
County’s Henry Vilas Zoo. It’s your free 
zoo. ◆

Joint Campus Area Committee Activities
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Nearly 300 local households 
are part of MGE's Shared Solar 
community. Now, the program's 
prepared to welcome small- and 
medium-size businesses.

MGE is seeking to expand 
our community solar program, 
Shared Solar, with a second 
solar installation. Customers 
who subscribe to Shared Solar 
receive up to half of their annual 
electric use through the program, 
which offers customers locally 
generated solar energy. Previously, 
the program was open only to 
residential customers.

"Shared Solar is a great option 
for business owners who want 
to fuel their business with clean 
energy but cannot or choose not 
to install solar themselves," said 
Cheri Salmon, MGE market 
development manager.

MGE's Shared Solar program 
launched in early 2017. The City 
of Middleton and MGE partnered 
to place a 500-kilowatt array on 
the roof of the City's Municipal 
Operations Center, or MOC. 
The program sold out quickly. An 
expansion of the program with a 
second, large-scale solar installation 
will allow more customers to 
participate and advance shared 
energy goals for our community. 

"Shared Solar offers customers 
solar energy at minimal upfront 
cost and it is clean energy 
generated right here in the 
communities we serve," said 
Salmon.

The solar project will be built 
in partnership with the City of 
Middleton at the Middleton 
Municipal Airport, also known 
as Morey Field. Construction is 

expected this summer with the 
array expected to be operational 
in fall.

Join our "Worth Waiting For" 
List

MGE is building a waiting 
list of interested customers, both 
residential and business customers. 
Those on the waiting list will be 
among the first to learn details 
about the program's expansion. If 
you would like to join our "Worth 
Waiting For" list, visit mge.com/
sharedsolar.

Shared Solar makes it easy to 
power your home or business with 
renewable energy. Subscribers 
pay a one-time upfront fee to 
participate and a fixed rate per 
kilowatt-hour (kWh) for up to half 
of their annual electricity use.

For customers who sign up 
for Shared Solar for up to half 
of their annual electric use but 
would like to power their home 
or business with 100% renewable 
energy, MGE also offers our 
Green Power Tomorrow program 
(GPT). Subscribers to GPT pay 
one cent more per kWh to receive 
a percentage or specific dollar 
amount of their electricity from 
wind and solar resources in our 
region. MGE residential and 
business customers can sign up 
to purchase a percentage (1% to 
100%) of their monthly electricity 
use through GPT or, since 
electricity use can vary, customers 
can choose instead to purchase 
a specific dollar amount of GPT 
electricity each month. To sign up, 
or to get more information, visit 
mge.com/GPT. ◆

Shared Solar for Your Home or Business
       From: Madison Gas and Electric

YOGA
WHERE EVERYONE FITS IN

Yoga Studio Now Open!
MONROE STREET

1 7 0 9  M O N R O E  S R E E T
t h e f i t o n m o n r o e . c o m

$10  CLASSES!
with the purchase of a 10 

class pass
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The 2019 Monroe Street Farmers’ Market season is in 
full swing! On every Sunday from 9:00 am to 1:00pm 
the market features a variety of local products including 
fresh produce, locally pastured meats, prepared foods, 
specialty items, and handmade gifts. With food carts, live 
music and family-friendly activities, the Monroe Street 
Farmers’ Market is a great place to bring family, friends, 
and out-of-town guests. Beyond fresh produce and other 
traditional goods, the Monroe Street Farmers’ Market 
also includes unique items such as sustainably fished 
seafood, handmade soap, kombucha, maple syrup, and 
locally-sourced flour!

 Join us this summer to become a part of this 
amazing community, connect with our vendors, and 
enjoy the great products this market has to offer. The 
season will run every Sunday from 9:00 am until 1:00 
pm through October 27 at Edgewood High School. 
For more information, be sure to visit our website 
(monroestreetfarmersmarket.org) and follow us on 
Facebook and Instagram. We look forward to seeing you 
at the market! ◆

 

Monroe Street Farmers' 
Market

A message from Mayor 
Rhodes-Conway 

Greetings Neighbors -
As I write this, I’ve been in office for a little over 

a month, and it’s been a whirlwind of meetings, 
events and experiences. I am very impressed with 
the knowledge, expertise and dedication of City of 
Madison staff.  We have many challenges facing our 
great City and we look forward to tackling them 
with robust community engagement.

As you know, I am no stranger to City 
government as I represented District 12 from 
2007 until 2013.  I’ve served on a number of City 
committees as both an alder and resident including 
most recently, Madison’s Food Policy Council and 
the Oscar Mayor Strategic Assessment Committee.

One of the first things I began working on is 
the capital budget, which focuses on the City’s 
infrastructure needs.  I’ve asked staff to focus on 
housing affordability, providing rapid transportation 
options to the entire City, and addressing the 
impacts of climate change, always with a focus on 
racial equity and examining the needs of all our 
communities. By the time you read this, the budget 
process will be well underway.

But we can use your help! One way we can 
broaden the conversation and meet the needs of the 
diverse residents of our wonderful City is to ask you 
to consider applying to serve on one of our dozens 
of City committees and commissions. You can learn 
more about these committees, and apply to be on 
one by utilizing the city website and accessing the 
Mayor’s page cityofmadison.com/mayor.  There is a 
Join a Committee link on the bottom left for more 
information.  I welcome your participation and 
interest, as I would like to see the make-up of the 
committee structure mirror the population of the 
city.  

Hope to see you in the corridors of the City 
County Building, and around our beautiful city! 

- Mayor Satya ◆
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Interior & Exterior Experts 

Hundreds of classic Vilas and 
Nakoma homes beautifully 

painted

Quality preparation, power washing, 
epoxy and carpentry repairs, deck 
staining, natural wood finishes. 

Plaster repair, wallpaper stripping.

Free Estimates 274-0980
www.wardenandsons.com

Renew & Join for 2019! Annual Membership runs from January 1 - December 31✁
VNA Membership Form  Membership dues are $20/household or $10/individuals.

❑    I wish to renew my VNA membership (It is not necessary to fill out the form unless there are changes)

❑    I / we would like to contribute $                     to the VNA

❑    Add my name as a new VNA member (Please fill out the following)

Names

Address        Telephone

Children’s name(s)

Home email address(es)

Year moved into VNA area 

Checks should be made out to Vilas Neighborhood Association and mailed to Pat Scheckel 
1915 Jefferson Street, Madison, WI 53711

JOIN THE DISCUSSION
The VNA sponsors an email-

based list serve for 
our members: 

https://groups.yahoo.
com/neo/groups/

VilasNA/info

Quality Pilates in Your Neighborhood

710 Harrison Street
pilatesonharrison.com

608.709.1775

Fantastic
selection of
mystery novels

Mystery To Me
1863 Monroe Street

608-283-9332
mysterytomebooks.com

Fiction & Non Fiction
Bestsellers,

Indie Next Picks
& More

Delightful
children’s 

section



Vilas Neighborhood 
Association
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1915 Jefferson Street 
Madison, WI 53711
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