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March 4, 2019 
 
VIA EMAIL  
 
Dudgeon-Monroe Neighborhood Association 
c/o David Hoffert, President 
       Rachel Fields, President-elect 
 
Vilas Neighborhood Association 
c/o Chris Kelly, President 
 
Dear Sirs/Madams; 
 
As you are aware, Edgewood High School (EHS) has been working on an amendment to our Master 
Plan that would allow us to make certain improvements to our athletic field. Our intent throughout this 
process has been to engage our neighbors and city officials to ensure we followed the Master Plan 
guidelines and were respectful of those around us.  
 
During this process we gained a better understanding of City ordinances and learned that some of the 
desired improvements, such as outdoor lighting, do not need to be included in the amendment to the 
Master Plan process.  Based on this fact, the Edgewood High School Board of Trustees recently 
approved moving forward with a formal application to the City for outdoor lighting while concurrently 
pausing its request for some of the other athletic field improvements in the draft amendment.  
 
In recent days, David Hoffert reached out to EHS Board leadership to suggest a different approach for 
the neighborhoods and EHS to work together.  The EHS Board is very interested in the opportunity to 
engage in constructive dialogue with our neighbors. To that end, it is our hope to develop a 
collaborative working group (CWG) with both neighborhood associations that could identify a realistic 
path forward that works for everyone involved.   
 
Participants: DMNA Executive Committee, DMNA Edgewood Special Subcommittee 
  VNA President, VNA Liaisons 
  EHS Board leadership, EHS School President 
 
Objective:   Jointly identify areas of concern and collaboratively craft solutions. 
 
How:  The CWG is intended to last for 8-12 weeks.  Meetings will be held each  

Tuesday 6:00-7:30pm, beginning on March 19th.  These meetings will be led by an 
experienced facilitator who is not directly involved in either neighborhood or EHS.  

 
Where: The library at EHS.   
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Process: An agenda and meeting materials will be sent out on the Monday before each 

meeting.  The issues to be addressed by CWG will be jointly defined at the initial 
meeting.  The processes that each neighborhood believes it will need to go through in 
order to vet the jointly developed solutions will also be defined at the first or second 
meeting. 

 
EHS recently acquired a permit to install the lights on its athletic field.  After careful consideration and 
dialogue with vested members of EHS’s parent and student community, we can offer, as a gesture of 
our good faith desire for the CWG process to be successful, to delay light construction for 6 weeks 
(through April 15, 2019).  Our hope is for this topic be among the first things addressed by the CWG. 
 
The entire EHS Board is enthusiastic about the potential path forward.  We hope you find the proposed 
Collaborative Work Group worthwhile.  We are most grateful to David for his leadership and outreach 
efforts. 
 
We look forward to knowing your intent to accept our invitation by March 8th.  Following an 
affirmative notice from VNA and DMNA, we will reach out to potential facilitators in the hopes our 
process can begin by March 19th.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Lynne Sexten        Michael Elliott 
EHS Board Chair      EHS President 
 
 
 

 
Steve Krantz 
EHS Board Vice Chair 


